August 2016

The CSI Houston Chapter Newsletter

AUGUST MEETING: RECAP
Crane Accidents And How To Avoid!
The Hoover Dam By-Pass Bridge Cableway collapse, as
well as the recent Tower Crane collapse in New York City
were discussed.
Jim D. Weithorn, PE, shared with us his suggested top 10
questions that Project Architects and Project Engineers of
Record should ask at pre-planning meetings for a project's
tower cranes as well as a project's permanent rooftop jib
cranes.

Guest Speaker: Jim D. Wiethorn, PE is the Principal/Chairman of Haag Engineering
Co. in Houston , involved in the design, construction, and evaluation of residential, commercial and industrial buildings since 1973. His experience includes evaluation and assessment of damage and failure of construction and systems, crane accidents and operations .
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President’s Message
Alex Bernard, CSI, AIA, LEED GA, CDT
President, CSI Houston Chapter
Dear fellow CSI Houston Chapter Member,
We’re in the midst of summer and it couldn’t
be any hotter. Equally hot but not the least
uncomfortable however is our great start of
the new Chapter year. I am excited to have
such a great, active and creative board to
work with. We’ve are in the process of
working on many great ideas and our initiatives are in full swing all aimed at increasing
CSI Houston’s exposure and ultimately
memberships. I’d like to take this opportunity once more to call upon our valued product representatives that frequent the A/E community to become Chapter ambassadors. Further, one of the initiatives we aim to enact is to add at least one additional tour per year.
New for this year will be a fall tour scheduled in November. Details
to follow.
The annual Brian T. Harrington Golf Classic is just around the corner and the golf committee under the leadership of Holly Jordan
has already feverishly begun to pull all the strings to organize a
successful tournament. As always we are looking for sponsorships
to support the CSI Houston Student Scholarship Fund for which the
Houston Chapter and the CSI Houston Foundation are very proud
supporters.

CLICK HERE FOR

At each monthly meeting, the Chapter
encourages Industry Members to provide a table top display of their products and services for the inspection
and education of those attending the
meeting.
The table top display is also encouraged to be presented during the social
hour and after the program, which allows for questions and discussion by
attendees.
The presentation fee is $200 for mem-

This year’s CSI Construct is held in Austin from September 7 – 9
and I hope to see you there representing Houston.
Lastly, I am not usually one to promote seasonal creep however,
this year’s holiday party will be different, quite different actually,
than in past years. We are very excited about what we are planning
which is intended to become an annual marquee event for CSI
Houston and the A/E community. As such, please mark your calendars for December 15. To keep the suspense at appropriate levels
we will announce further details in September.
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TIME FOR SOME FUN!
Each summer, boards of directors make plans for
the next year, education and certification committees begin preparing study courses, newsletter
editors start bugging chapter presidents for articles, and planning committees search for good
technical programs and tours. All of these are serious, necessary things that must be done to provide the services members expect.

To set the scene, the Twin Ports Chapter, conference host, arranged a dinner cruise of the Duluth/
Superior harbor. That ensured the guest of honor
would be where we wanted him, with no way of
escape. At some point in the evening, I presented
the following speech, which segued into the coronation.
For nearly three centuries, beginning around AD 800, the Vikings dominated the European scene. From their homelands
in Scandinavia, they struck westward, their superb ships carrying them to Britain and Ireland, to the northern and western
coasts of mainland Europe, and on across the Atlantic to Iceland, Greenland, and Newfoundland. Other Vikings journeyed
eastward, down the great rivers of the Russian interior. They
reached America five hundred years before Columbus.

But as they say, all work and no play can make
things dull and boring. Chapters, usually through
region conferences, show other chapters what
their committees are doing and discuss best
practices. I wonder, how often do we show each
other what we do to have fun? In the next couple
of articles, I'm going to recount stories from North
Central Region conferences; I invite you to respond with your own tales of mirth and merriment.

The Viking longboat, the most advanced ship of
its time, was a major factor in the success of the
Vikings. Built of wood and iron, these boats were
fast and able to handle both open seas and inland rivers with ease. Their shallow draft meant
that fully loaded boats could be sailed in rivers
only three feet deep, and they could be put
ashore anywhere there was a beach. (If you
haven't seen one, there is a replica in a park here
in Duluth.)

The first event took place at the 2003 North Central Region Conference, which was held in Duluth, Minnesota. This was a special occasion, because Gary Betts, a member of the Chicago
Chapter and the North Central Region, had just
been elected as Institute president. Some years
before, when Robert L. McManus, another NCR
member, had been elected as Institute president,
he was honored by a somewhat rowdy coronation.

Blonde, burly, and brutal, hungry for loot and land. That is
the disgusting stereotypical
image of the Viking. Violent
they may have been, but they
lived in a turbulent age whose values were not
ours. Recently, modern scholars have revealed
another side of these sturdy folk. Contrary to popular belief, the Vikings were a sensitive, caring
people, full of civic virtue, with strong family values, a great interest in birdwatching, a love of
delicate pink and yellow flowers, and a fondness
for lacy undergarments.

A couple of Minneapolis-St. Paul
Chapter members, Alana and John
Griffith, I believe, suggested we do
something similar for Gary. Not being one to break a long-standing
tradition, or to miss a chance for
some good-natured fun, I wrote a
script for Gary's coronation and prepared a suitably eloquent proclamation.
CSI Houston Spec.tectonics

Since those glorious days of yore, the Vikings
seem to have vanished. We no longer see their
graceful ships or their horned helms, and we no
longer hear the ghostly call of their long battle
horns. Indeed, the only reminder we have of
those great warriors of old are the hapless purple
and white dwarves of Minnesota,
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Time For Fun…(cont)
who annually do battle against the green and
gold elves of Wisconsin.
Yet all is not lost! Odin, god
of warriors and battle, along
with his son Thor, god of
thunder, and Frey, the god
of fertility, colorful things,
and interior design, have
conspired to restore the glory of the Vikings and to reclaim the Middle Kingdom.
Years ago, in their infinite wisdom, they saw
promise in one young man, who might one day
be fit to rule. Chivalrous and wise though he was,
a series of tests was planned to prove his mettle.
Year after year he was called upon to serve in
many ways. Each task was a challenge: some
would test his strength, some would test his wit,
and all would test his patience. In the end, he
passed each trial.
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Tonight, the not quite so young
man who was chosen, and who
has survived his trial by fire, faces the last test of his worth - the
will of the People. I call to your
attention a man whose actions
are known to all, a man truly fit
to wear the crown. Let the Lords and Ladies of
the Court bring forth Gary, Lord Betts the Terrible, Master of the North Central Kingdom!
For the rest of the story, see the Form and Order of Service
for The Coronation of His Highness Gary, Lord Betts the
Terrible at www.northstarcsi.com/writing/Betts%20order.pdf.
Cast: Gary, Lord Betts - Gary Betts; Jan the Griffith - John Grif-

fith; Archbishop Saumur - Bob Saumur; Gaor the White - George
White; Lady Alana - Alana Griffith; Lady Marta of Sandvik - Marthe
Brock; Lord Hewitt - James Hewitt; Great Wulff, Lord Chambermaid Sheldon WolfeSheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA CSC.© 2016,
Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSCAgree? Disagree?
Leave your comments at http://swspecificthoughts.blogspot.com/
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Chris Whitmire,
chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
(813) 447-6473

PJoseph@weatherizationpartners.com
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Texas Wood Solutions Fair

September 14
George R. Brown Convention Center
6 AIA/CES LUs (HSW) or PDH Credits | Register free today
With a full day of seminars and a trade exposition, the 2016
Texas Wood Solutions Fair will pack an informational punch for
architects, engineers, developers, code officials and anyone else interested in wood's exciting design possibilities.
Register today if you'd like access to wood design experts for
one-on-one support, informative seminars, technical information from manufacturers, engineering consultants and industry associations, and exhibits featuring a wide range of structural
and finishing products.
Session topics include:
Building the Hines T3 Office: Seven Stories of Success
From Isolated Pavilions to Boutique Hotels: The Power of Wood Solutions
More with Less: An Overview of the First CLT Hotel in the US
Advancements in Force Transfer around Openings for Wood-Framed Shear Walls
The Role of Control Layers in Building Enclosure Design
International Building Code Essentials for Wood Construction
Advanced Detailing Techniques for Building Enclosures
Introduction to the American Wood Council’s 2012 NDS® and 2008 SDPWS
Exposed Wood in Fire-Resistive Applications
Lateral Design of Mid-Rise Wood Structures for Wind Loads
Construction of Large Low-Slope Roofs: Faster, Safer, Lower Cost
Click here for session summaries and speaker bios. Click here for PDF of event.
Schedule:
On-site check-in: 7:30 am
Fair begins: 8:00 am
Free: includes lunch
Fair concludes: 5:00 pm
CSI Houston Spec.tectonics

For more information, contact Dawn Veach
Hosted by WoodWorks–The Wood Products Council
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Chapter Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order at 4:09 PM by Holly Jordan, President.
Reports:
May Board Meeting Minutes approved as amended.
Wade Arnold, Treasurer:
New bank account established.
Info on direct deposit changes submitted to Institute. No response received as yet.
Once remittances received from Institute, can begin to transfer funds from Bank of America to new Green Bank account.
Must establish new PayPal account with Green Bank (Bob Cook has info on that).
Chuck Vojtech, VP - Finance/Administration: PayPal needs an actual person’s name, not just the organization’s; no one yet designated.
Jeff Holstein: Nominated Doug Frank for that role.
Wade Arnold, Treasurer:
Recent chapter newsletters need to be posted to the website.
Treasurer should pass on the file with all the info; should also be covered/revised in the Chapter Administrative Guide (procedures, not passwords) maintained by Doug Frank.
Need signatures on record of all signatories on the account.
Region, Computer Lady both paid.
Need to start planning for the golf tournament (Monday October 10 – Columbus Day).
Bob Woodburn, VP - Professional Development:
After Awards presentation at this month’s meeting and installation of new officers, program will feature presentation on and open discussion of
Certification programs. Still need to appoint certification committee (likely one person for each designation) & chair.
Meeting times & dates need to be checked from month to month and revised on the website (we “typically,” not “always,” meet on the fourth
Monday; place may change occasionally; no formal December meeting, etc.)
Chris Eakins, VP - Member Services:
Membership is down three this month.
Implementing new sign-up sheet at meetings to record attendance.
45 registered for tonight’s meeting.
Jeff Holstein: Gerard Linton worked really hard on the awards for tonight’s Awards Banquet, did a great job.

Old Business:
Proposed change in monthly meeting location, date, time, and food service format was further discussed.
The Meeting Venue Task Team consisting of Bill Fairbanks, Doug Franks, Wade Arnold, Neil Byrne, Desiree Price, Erin Wilson, and Girard
Linton met in the previous week, and plans to meet again on Tuesday June 21.
Wade Arnold of the Task Team proposed doing a trial run at the proposed new location as soon as possible, suggesting October (trial run(s) and a
poll or survey of members had been authorized in the previous board meeting).
Chuck moved, Brian seconded, and the board unanimously concurred that the trial run meeting be at United Way, Thursday October 27, at a time
to be determined. Date should be put on the CSI Houston calendar in advance.
New Business:
Suggestion was made that we expand our outreach to area colleges and universities beyond PVA&M and UH, as we used to.
Wade Arnold suggested periodic technology-focused events such as a “masonry day.”
Bill Fairbanks suggested promoting benefits of CSI to various construction-related groups, possible cooperative relationships with those groups.
Bill suggested a “paradigm change,” with a paid chapter administrator responsible for arranging programs, meetings, other events, etc.
Importance of programs discussed; whether to have programs at all; focus on appealing to architects and specifiers, and their presence will attract
the product reps. Need to do a better job of promoting our programs.
Suggestion was made that we try to identify a single point of contact volunteer in each architectural firm to publicize CSI events to firm personnel.
A chapter five-year plan (and a task team to explore and develop it) was briefly discussed.
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed. The Meeting adjourned at 5:15.
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The Brian T. Harrington Golf Classic
The Club at Falcon Point
Monday, October 10, 2016

Each year we hold a golf tournament to raise funds for our scholarships for architectural and engineering students. By exposing them to CSI and all its benefits, we
believe these students will apply their education to become active leaders of tomorrow within their chosen field and CSI.

Tournament Schedule:

Registration opens at 10:30 a.m.
Lunch at 11:00 a.m.
Shotgun start at 12:30 p.m.
Awards Dinner at 5:30 p.m (present to win)

Tournament Sponsorships:

We are also pleased to announce enhanced Sponsorship Opportunities many of
which include recognition in our CSI Golf Tournament Newsletter, LinkedIn, Twitter and on this site till August 2017! To gain the most exposure for your business,
secure your spot early.

REGISTER AND/OR SPONSOR NOW!

Registration includes warm-up on Driving Range, Lunch Buffet, Shotgun TeeTime, One Golf Cart per Team and Complimentary soda and water while playing and light dinner.
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2016-17 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER OFFICERS
President:

Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866

Past President:

Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c

President-Elect:

Bill Fairbanks, CSI, CCPR, Fairbanks@rpcinc.com (713) 542-3777 c

VP Finance/Admin:

Brian Selig, CSI, brian@wadearch.com, (713) 818-2835 o

VP Professional Development:

Bob Woodburn, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, rewoodburn@ymail.com, (713) 303-2308 c, (713) 722-7487

VP Member Services:

Chris Eakins, CSI, Chris.Eakins@allegion.com, (713) 683-6400 office, (281) 658-9821 c

VP Public Services:

Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 c

Secretary:

Phyllis Joseph, CSI, CDT, LEED GA, pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com, (832) 289-6765 c

Treasurer:

Wade Arnold, CSI, warnold05@gmail.com, (713) 823-3647

2016-17 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER DIRECTORS
Director Through 2018:

Vacant

Director Through 2018:

Victoria Raineri, E.I.T., CSI, vraineir@dow.com, (989) 423-9501

Director Through 2017:

Jeff Holstein, PE, CSI, dhi8710@aol.com, (713) 628-5289

Director Through 2017:

Sean Leich, CSI, sleich@mapei.com, (832) 276-8291

Director Through 2019:

Erin Wilson, CSI, AHC/CDC, CDT, erin.wilson@sbdinc.com, (713) 410-5334 o

Director Through 2019:

Gerard Linton, CSI, glinton@austin-ind.com, (713) 824-8969

Board Advisory Director:

Doug Frank, FCSI, specman.doug@gmail.com, (281) 660-6246 c

2016-17 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Programs:

Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o

Membership:

Chris Eakins, CSI, chris.eakins@allegion.com, (281) 658-9821

Certification:

Greg Quintero, AIA, CSI, CDT, LEED AP BD+C, greg_quintero@gensler.com, (713) 356-1300

Golf Committee Chair:

Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o

SPEC.tectonics Editor:

Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 c

Webmaster/Newsletter/Email:

Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 c

CSI SOUTH CENTRAL REGION SC Region President:

CSI INSTITUTE -

http://scr.csinet.org

Frank Fuller, CSI, frankf@nationalgypsum.com

http://csinet.org

Board Chair:

Ron Geren, FCSI, CCCA, ron@specsandcodes.com

Institute Director:

Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o
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