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July Program
Houston Permitting Center Going Digital!
A sweeping change in the way plans are submitted for building
permits in Houston is expected to take effect as the City implements a new system allowing architects, contractors and builders
to submit plans electronically. The system will eliminate the need
to submit physical plans - now the first step in seeking a building
permit - at the main downtown permitting center off Washington
Avenue or one of the city's few satellite offices. For more information, go to: http://hpceservices.org/epr-video.
The July Chapter meeting will seek to shed light on this new,
streamlined process which is expected to speed up approvals.
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President’s Message
By Holly Jordan, CSI, CCS, LEED AP BD+C
President, CSI Houston Chapter
First and foremost, thank you to Neil Byrne and the
Board for their service this past year. I look forward to
working with Neil who will now
serve as our immediate pastpresident and our new Board
over the next twelve months. Although our Chapter is in many
ways a very traditional group, it is
one that can weather growth and
change as well. As in the past,
my goal for this coming year is to
highlight and maintain the traditional spirit of our Chapter while encouraging our members to continue to
branch out and add new traditions.
Keeping in mind the goal of maintaining tradition and
branching out, we got off to a great start this past year
with our annual golf tournament, our very first charity
Wagon Building Event, and the kick off of our R.U.N.
CSI campaign. We will continue to tweak the dinner
meetings at the HESS club, and a committee will be
formed to continue to work on our five year strategic
plan.
This next year is going to very busy. With our golf
tournament, a Fellows Reception, another charity holiday event, continuation of our R.U.N. CSI Campaign,
and the next Region Conference here in Houston in
April, I hope that this next year will be one of the best
our Chapter has ever had. I hope for a busy and prosperous year for all of our members, renewed enthusiasm and growth for our Chapter and its membership,
and good weather for our golf tournament.
Holly A Jordan, CSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C
President, Houston Chapter

FEATURE YOUR PRODUCTS

WITH A

TABLE TOP DISPLAY
At each monthly meeting, the Chapter encourages Industry Members to provide a table top display of their products and services for the inspection and education of
those attending the meeting.
The table top display is also encouraged to be presented
during the social hour and after the program for any

.
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Mark Dorsey, FASAE, CAE, New Executive Director and CEO of CSI

ALEXANDRIA, Va. (July 14, 2015) –Mark Dorsey, FASAE,
CAE, has been selected by CSI’s Board as the new Executive
Director and Chief Executive Officer of CSI. Dorsey will join
CSI’s staff at the organization’s headquarters in Alexandria,
VA, at the beginning of September.

had been the association’s Marketing Director and Chief Operating Officer.
Dorsey is also an active volunteer. A Fellow of the American
Society of Association Executives (ASAE), Dorsey has served
terms on the ASAE Planning Committee and the CEO Advisory Board, and as Chair of the ASAE Research Committee. He is a member of the
ASAE Board of Directors. To learn more
about Dorsey, read his profile on LinkedIn.

“I am very excited about the
proven track record of membership
growth, strong fiscal management,
certification program expansion,
and board development that Mark
brings to the position,” CSI Presi"At heart, I’m into understanding market and
dent Lane Beougher, FCSI, CCS,
strategy issues, finding solutions, and getting
CCCA, said. “The Board was imresults,” Dorsey said. “The only thing that
pressed by his ability to translate
excites me more than solving long-standing,
his experience to the opportunities
intractable problems is building a commitwe have ahead of us. He sees our organization with fresh eyes ment to excellence in the people around me. CSI is the perfect
opportunity for me to use these skills to make a difference in
and has tremendous enthusiasm for our potential.”
the commercial construction industry."
Dorsey comes to CSI from the American Snowsports Education Association. The association is home to the Professional Dorsey was selected by CSI’s national Board after a nationwide search conducted through Korn Ferry, an executive reSki Instructors of America and the American Association of
Snowboard Instructors (PSIA-AASI), a 32,000-member, non- cruitment consultant. He was vetted by a Search Committee
profit education association. During his tenure as CEO, PSIA- led by former CSI President Ross Spiegel, FCSI, CCS,
AASI saw record membership growth during seven of the past CCCA, and composed of CSI leaders and Board members.
eight years, record revenue, and award-winning communications and outreach programs. Before becoming CEO, Dorsey

About CSI
CSI is a national association dedicated to improving the documentation, management and communication of building information as
used by the construction community. CSI accomplishes its mission through the development of construction standards and formats
such as MasterFormat and UniFormat; the promulgation of those formats through master guide specifications and building information
management (BIM) software; training and certification programs, including the Construction Document Technology (CDT) and Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA) exams; publication of The Construction Specifier magazine; and a membership of
decision-makers who identify and specify building product solutions. CSI members include a cross-section of specifiers, architects,
contractors, suppliers and other construction project professionals who are touched by construction documentation
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CONSTRUCT— CSI’s NATIONAL CONVENTION

A Must Attend Event
CONSTRUCT is the only national trade show and educational
conference for the commercial building teams that spec and
source building products. Join thousands of industry leaders to
procure real-world, practical knowledge for building success.

CONSTRUCT is your most cost effective strategy for
combining educational opportunities with practical,
real-world, product and service solutions for your
business success. This event is dedicated to the institutional, industrial and commercial building industry.
If you design, build, specify, engineer, renovate or operate in the built environment, this is your event.
CONSTRUCT offers a relevant, accredited education
program, an expansive exhibit hall floor filled with the
latest services, products and technologies, as well as
a myriad of networking opportunities. In conjunction
with the CSI Annual Convention, the event is coupled
with technical tours, activities and special events.
CONSTRUCT is the only dedicated national event
specifically designed to provide the commercial building team real-world, practical products and education
solutions.

Find hundreds of exhibitors with the newest trends
and practices on the show floor and, with nonconflicting hours, attend your choice of over 50 accredited courses.
The education program sessions, taught by experts,
offer AIA LUs and HSWs and GBCI CE. Unparalleled
networking opportunities include the Welcome Reception, the CSI Night Out event and other social events.
Plan now to attend this power-packed event that has
been designed for you, the architect, specifier, engineer and the commercial building team.

REGISTER TODAY - Discounted Rates Ending
Click Here to REGISTER NOW>>>
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UNDER –SPECIFYING-LESS IS NOT ALWAYS MORE
By Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

One of my favorite tales I use when teaching about specifications happened to me shortly after I took my first job as a specifier, at the University
of
Minnesota. Prior to taking this job, the sum total of my experience with
specifications consisted of copying specifications onto drawing sheets. This activity was presented to me
as little more than a mindless job, a necessary evil that was to be done as quickly as possible, with no
explanation of what specifications are. As you might expect, there was no mention of CSI, MasterFormat, or SectionFormat.
This seminal event in my life as a specifier took place within a few weeks of starting my new job. It
started with a phone call from one of the construction administrators.
"The contractor wants to know what kind of pipe we want for the bollards.”
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UNDER –SPECIFYING-LESS IS NOT ALWAYS MORE (cont.)
I didn't know, but I was sure it was in the specifications, so I responded, "It's in the specs, isn't
it?" (Brilliant, don't you think?)
"It is, but the contractor says he needs to know
more."
At this point, I'd like to commend the contractor for
asking the question. It would have been entirely
correct for the contractor to provide anything that
complied with the specifications, but as we'll see,
that could have create just a bit of a problem. Instead, the question was asked, and I learned a
most valuable lesson about reference standards.
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I don’t recall exactly what our specifications said,
but it wasn't much more than "Bollards: ASTM A53."
Apparently, that wasn't enough. Because of my lack
of familiarity with specifications, I didn't know why,
but I was bound to find out.
I found a copy of ASTM A53, and the title - Standard Specification for Pipe, Steel, Black and HotDipped, Zinc-Coated, Welded, and Seamless - immediately made it clear that I was in trouble. ASTM
A53 doesn't cover just one type of pipe, but several:
It could be black or galvanized, and it could be
seamless or welded.
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UNDER –SPECIFYING-LESS IS NOT ALWAYS MORE (cont.)
Looking further, I discovered that welded pipe could be
either furnace-welded or electric-welded, and that
seamless pipe had two Grades. No wonder the contractor was confused!
My education didn't stop there. The standard has several appendices, one of which is a four-page table of
combinations of dimensions, weights, and test pressures for plain end pipe. There is a similar table for
threaded pipe, and a few other tables of properties for
good measure.
As noted, I'm glad the contractor asked the question,
for a couple of reasons. It's too easy to complain
about contractors, and blame them for everything that
goes wrong. In truth, they often do things as they
should be done even when they are not clearly described in the contract documents, and sometimes
when they aren't there at all.

The other reason is that this problem was a great introduction to the proper use of reference standards. At
the time of this misadventure, I think I had heard of
CSI, but had not yet joined the local chapter; it was to
be still longer before I studied for the CDT/CCS exam,
where I would have learned about reference standards.
Lessons learned from books and teachers are valuable, but they are no substitute for lessons learned in
the School of Hard Knocks.
© 2015, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC
Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://
swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/

PJoseph@weatherizationpartners.com
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SAVE THE DATE!
The Brian T. Harrington Golf Classic
Oct 12, 2015
The Club at Falcon Point

CSI Houston Spec-tectonics

Golf Registration
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Strictly-SMITH-ly
Project Architect-Specifier and Consultant Communications
By Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI CCS RA LEED AP
An architect’s job is determined by his contract
with the State through licensure and with his contract with his client through a professional service
agreement.
The State in which the architect conducts business
grants the practice of architecture through licensure of individuals in exchange for minimum standards of professional conduct within the jurisdiction of the State.
The client sets out the scope of the project in the
form of a program and budget defining the requirements the project is to achieve when completed.

Architecture is the art and science of the practice
of architecture through the architect’s learning, experience and other skills in his practice of architecture.
The architect remains responsible for the project to
the Owner (his client) for all decisions related to
the project, form inception to completion, and for
the period following completion as laws of the
State provide.

WHERE IS YOUR BUSINESS
ADVERTISMENT?
A quarter page ad is only $250.00 for
12 issues

Chris Whitmire,
chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
(813) 447-6473
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Project Architect-Specifier and Consultant Communications (cont.)
The practice of architecture is complicated, like
other professional endeavors, and the architect
delegates portions of the work covered by his professional agreement with his client to other professionals through service agreements. Even though
delegated work for structural, fire protection,
HVAC, electrical, communications, civil and landscaping are typically contracted out by the architect, overall responsibility for the work performed
by these consultants remains with the architect.
I mention all of these briefly to establish the basis
of the architect’s decision making throughout the
project. The architect is responsible to his client
for the design and construction of the project.
The specification writer, whether performed by in
house staff or employed under contract to the architect, is responsible to the project architect for

specification work delegated by the project architect. Overall responsibility for content and coordination of drawings and specifications remains with
the project architect, whether signed and sealed
by him or by his consultants.
The project architect is the one person that all
communication and decisions making is controlled
by to make sure that the clients requirements for
program and budget are provide. This is normally
accomplished and sign off by a series of project
phases - Predesign, Design Development, Construction Document, Contract Procurement, Construction and Post - Construction phases.
As you can imagine, the life of the project architect
can be and most of the time is stressful. Part of
his job is being project manager. Before delegating work, he must determine who can and will do a
job correctly, as well as who cannot and will not
preform correctly. He must maintain progress by
each team so that the flow of decisions and
checks will achieve the progress required by each
phase of the work. The only peace he can
achieve will result from a work plan that divides the
work into small achievable tasks performed in a
timely manner and checked periodically to assure
correct completion.
Leaving key details undone or making false decisions or assumptions only buys into a disaster to
be discovered in a later phase, wasting scarce resources - time and money.
The architects agreement with the client only contains money to accomplish each phase once, including all work delegated to the consultants and
specifier.
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Project Architect-Specifier and Consultant Communications (cont.)
There is no place in decision making for guesswork. Not knowing something is an answer. And
more than anything it is a correct answer and an
opportunity that must not be dropped. If the project architect does not know, he must act quickly to
decide or find the right person or source of information to help him provide a timely response.
Making an assumption based upon false information will not gain you the admiration of your colleagues or your client.
At this point you are probably wondering how a
young architect can make it out of the parking lot
at night with out getting run over.
The real worry is being able to sleep at night without worrying about the decisions left undone.
Making a correct decision and being able to mentally set it aside is the most satisfying part of the
project architects job. There is no guilt in work
well done!

has it’s roots in a future Request for Information or
Change Order.

The most important thing for a project architect to
remember is that the successful project is based
on trust and respect. The ultimate client acknowledgement of trust and respect is another project!

"If you don't know where you're going, you might
wind up someplace else."
Yogi Berra
… Just my opinion,

Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI, CCS, RA, LEED™ AP

The specifier is not the project architect, nor can
he assume the duties of the project architect. The
scope of the design work can only be decided by
the design team which is headed up by the project
architect. If there are gaps in the information provided by the Design Development documents and
decisions, the specifier may suggest, but the ultimate decision making remains with the project architect. The project architect is the channel
though which all communications and decision
making happens.
Forwarding decisions and information that will not
achieve project goals wastes everyone’s time including the consultants and specifier. There is no
way coordinated decisions can be made the weekend before a project is bid. Forced decisions not
based on project goals shows desperation and
lack of respect. Every bad or ill –timed decision

CSI Houston Spec-tectonics
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LAST MONTH MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

AWARDS NIGHT! Thanks TO ALL
MEMBERS FOR YOUR
ENVOLVEMENT!!
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Strictly-SMITH-ly
Professional Certifications
By Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI CCS RA LEED AP
“Building Knowledge and Improving Project Delivery” is
the motto of the Construction Specifications Institute.
The various certifications granted by the Institute
through examination attest to the minimum level of
knowledge attained by the individuals of the various design and construction processes.
CSI’s core purpose is “to improve the process of creating and sustaining the built environment.” So before
investing your time and energy in becoming certified, it
might be wise to think about what certification means
and how becoming certified helps the individual.
The Construction Documents Technologist (CDT) is an
elite group of
professionals
known in the
construction
industry for
their comprehensive knowledge of writing and management of construction documents.
The Certified Construction Specifier (CCS) is given to
individuals who have gained an in-depth understanding
of agreements and their relationship to the Contract
Documents, general and supplementary conditions of
the Contract, Division 01 - General Requirements, and
their relationship to the specifications, and advanced
skills in specification development. A CCS must have at
least five years full time specification writing experience
before sitting for the CCS certification exam.
The Certified Construction Contract Administrator
(CCCA) has an in-depth understanding of developing,
administering, and enforcing construction documentation and construction contracts. People with CCCA certification have proven their skill in quality assurance, and
quality control, bidding and negotiating procedures, construction observation and inspection, and knowledge of
agreements, conditions of the contact for construction,
Division 01, and of the other documents related to the
project.
The Certified Construction Product Representative
(CCPR) certification is given to individuals who have
proven to be a valuable resource called opn by the design team for product and construction knowledge and

CSI Houston Spec-tectonics

who understands the roles and responsibilities of the
members of the entire construction team.
So, again, you must ask yourself what do these mean to
me? They represent a minimum level of knowledge attained and a quest to learn at least one something new
each day.
What do certification mean to others? If you are em
ployed as part of a design team, your qualifications as
well as other team members are put forward in each
project proposal as the collective knowledge, experience and judgment that will guide to project through to
it’s completion.
What is your employer thinking about your certification?
As part of the team, your individual skills contribute not
only in the preparation of your own work, but also to the
results of the entire the entire project design team. Everyone on the team benefits from another set of knowledgeable eyes. Project success comes from the efforts
of the entire team. The best reward possible for project
success is the continued trust of a client and the reward
of another project to work on together.

"In a time of drastic change it is the learners who inherit
the future. The learned usually find themselves
equipped to live in a world that no longer exists. "
Eric Hoffer
… Just my opinion,
Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI, CCS, RA, LEED™ AP

GET CERTIFIED!!
Fall Exam Registration Open
Fall 2015 exam administration dates: Sept. 30
- Oct. 31 at locations throughout the U.S.
Early registration deadline: Friday, August 7.
Late registration deadline: Friday, August 28.
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2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER OFFICERS
(http://www.csihouston.org)

President:

Holly Jordan, CSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c

Past President:

Neil Byrne, CPA, npbyrne@byrnemetals.com, (281) 354-1100

President-Elect:

Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866

VP Finance/Admin:

Chuck Vojtech, CSI, CDT, chuck@rpcinc.com, (281) 227-3577 o, (832) 527-7175 c

VP Professional Development:

Bob Woodburn, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, rewoodburn@ymail.com, (713) 303-2308 c, (713) 722-7487

VP Member Services:

Mark LeCrone, CSI, Mark.LeCrone@allegion.com, (713) 280-2028 office, (713) 907-5037 c

VP Public Services:

Phyllis Joseph, CSI, CDT, LEED GA, pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com, (832) 289-6765 c

Secretary:

Betsy Finch, CSI, betsy.finch13@gmail.com, (713) 806-3401

Treasurer:

Wade Arnold, wade.arnold@allegion.com, (713) 823-3647

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER DIRECTORS

Director Through 2018:

Chris Whitmire, chrisw@nationalgypsum.com, (813) 447-6473

Director Through 2018:

Victoria Raineri, E.I.T., vraineir@dow.com, (989) 423-9501

Director Through 2017:

Jeff Holstein, PE, dhi8710@aol.com, (713) 628-5289

Director Through 2017:

Brian Selig, bjselig@gmail.com, (713) 818-2835

Director Through 2016:

Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201

Director Through 2016:

Gerard Linton, gerard.linton@yahoo.com

Board Advisory Director:

Doug Frank, FCSI, specman.doug@gmail.com, (281) 660-6426

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Programs:

Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866

Membership:

Chris Eakins, chris.eakins@allegion.com, (281) 658-9821

Certification:

Greg Quintero, AIA, CSI, CDT, LEED AP BD+C, greg_quintero@gensler.com, (713) 356-1300

Awards:

TBD

Continuing Education:

TBD

Public Relations/Marketing:

TBD

Golf Tournament:

Holly Jordan, CSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c

Table Tops:

TBD

CIC Delegate:

TBD

CIC Alternate:

TBD

SPEC.tectonics Editor:

Don Smith, RA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP, don.smith315@sbcglobal.net, (713) 688-0092

Webmaster:

Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201
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MEETING MINUTES
CSI Board Meeting Minutes
April 27, 2015
Present: Alex Bernard, Neil Byrne, Bob Cook, Bill Fairbanks, Doug Frank, Jeff Holstein, Holly Jordan, Jerard
Litton, Greg Quintero, Don Smith, Logan Vits.

No report. Nominees for the craftsmanship award were
discussed.
Table Top Display: No report.

President Neil Byrne called the meeting to order at 4:07
p.m.
The March 2015 Board Meeting Minutes were reviewed
and approved.

Public Services: Don Smith
Spec.tectonics: Don Smith
Don reported that the April newsletter has been posted
to the website.

Vice President Reports Finance/Administration: Chuck
Vojtech Treasurer’s Report: Bill Fairbanks
Bill distributed the Income & Expense Statement dated
April 27, 2015 and discussed the
status of items listed.
Membership payments from National lag present budgeted
amount by slightly less than
$8,000.00.
Professional Development: Tim
Wilson
Continuing Education:

Electronic Communications: Logan Vits commented that
Chapter website redesign was progressing with an eye
toward active content, an email and meeting announcement templates to be complete
before the end of the fiscal year.

CDT Certification: Greg
Quintero
No report.
Member Services: Tom Atwell
Programs: Alex Bernard
Alex discussed the Quickserv
plant tour which will start promptly at 3:00 pm, May 18th.
The tour announcement is being completed and will be
sent out soon. A food truck will be available on site for
tour guests. Alex is looking for new program committee
members to help plan programs after the June meeting.
Membership: Mark LeCrone
Neil commented that current membership is reported by
National is continuing but is not resolved. Neil stated
that progress is being made by National on the membership program to work on the membership backlog for an
accurate membership count.

Other Business:
Chapter Election Results: Neil
will remind Betsy Finch to forward
the Chapter election results to
CSI National.
CSI Certification: Logan Vits said
he has joined the CSI National
Certification Management Committee.
South Central Regional Conference: Neil commented that the
Regional Conference breakout
sessions were well put together.
Neil discussed the South Central Region financial responsibility split as a financial backup for Region Chapters that find themselves in arrears for hosting a Region
Conference.
National Convention: Neil stated that the National Convention will be held in St. Louis this October.
Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
Don Smith, CSI for
Betsy Finch, CSI Chapter Secretary

Awards: Amy Salmeron
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2015 CSI Fall
South Central Region Event
When

Who

Thursday, September 11, 2015 to

All SCR members are encouraged and welcome to share

Friday, September 12, 2015 at

thoughts for the 2015-16 year region goals and shape the
future of SCR conferences!

Where

Preliminary Schedule

Holiday Inn DFW Airport South

Friday, September 11

14320 Centre Station Drive

11am - 12 pm - Lunch

Fort Worth, TX 76155

12 pm - 4:30 pm - Meeting
5 pm - 7 pm - Group Dinner offsite
7 pm - 10 pm - Hospitality Suite
Saturday, September 12
7:30 am - 8:00 am - Breakfast
8 am - 12:00 pm - Board Meeting
Room rate is $124 for Thursday Night and $99 for Friday
Night. Free Airport Shuttle.

Rooms must be booked by Friday, August 28, 2015, by
Calling 817-399-1800 and requesting the CSI South
Central Region rate.

Contact
Robert Popp
CSI South Central Region
682-429-3129
rpopp@division7.com
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More Info and Registration Here!
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Spec-tectonics is a monthly publication of
Houston Chapter, Construction Specification Institute. CSI Houston does not prove,
sanction, or guarantee the validity or accuracy of any date, claim, or opinion appearing herein. Republication rights are granted
to the CSI and its chapters for original articles printed herein, provided proper credits
are given. The Houston Chapter is incorporated under the laws of the State of
Texas ,and is chartered by the Construction
Specifications Institute.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit Calendar here:

Sun
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Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Jun28

29

30

July 1

2

3

4 Independence
Day

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 Planning Mtg, 7;30
am, Corner Bakery,

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27 CSI Houston
Board / Chapter
Meeting– Hess

28

29

30

31

Aug 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 Planning Mtg, 7;30
am, Corner Bakery,
2615 SW Fwy

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23/33

24/31 CSI Houston
Board / Chapter
Meeting– Hess

25

26

27

28

29
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