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The CSI Houston Chapter  Newsletter February 2015 

February Program: 
Specifications: The State of the Art — and 

the Future. 

How can spec software enhance project 
specifying, management and delivery?   

Feb 22, Ken, Paul and Derek will update us 
on recent developments, and give us a 
sneak peak at what's to come.  

What may change? What may not? (In 
case you're worried, Ken says, "The office 
master will never go away, nor should it.") 

If you've ever speculated about what's possible in spec technol-
ogy --- or wanted to influence its development --- here's your 
chance! Bring your questions, suggestions and comments.  

Featured Presenter: Ken Chappell, Director of Specifications 
and Product Development, Building Systems Design (BSD). 

Ken will be accompanied by: 

Paul Worosz, BSD's Director of Marketing, and 
Derek Seiling, BSD's Sales Representative for 
Texas.  

BSD ---  now owned by CSI, develops SpecLink-E, 
CostLink-E and LinkMan-E database software. 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE:  

CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER PERMANENT  

ADDRESS CHANGE 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY! 
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https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csihouston.org%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=csihou&tw_p=followbutton
http://www.kileyadvisors.com/home.aspx
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xzf7eelab&oeidk=a07ec7dpjsc02eee21e
http://www.csinet.org/cdt
http://www.bsdsoftlink.com/main.bsdsoftlink.com/
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Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, LEED AP BD+C 

President, CSI Houston Chapter 

President’s Message 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy New Year!  I hope all of you 
had a good holiday season.   
 
As we enter 2016, I am looking for-
ward to the programs and activities 
coming up for the remainder of the 
CSI year.   
 

I hope that many of you had the opportunity to at-
tend the January Chapter Meeting on the 25th to 
hear Pat Kiley’s Annual Houston Construction Mar-
ket Forecast. 
 
Mark your calendars for the next South Central Re-
gion Conference – April 14-16 here in Houston.  We 
will be having a CDT Education Course (Exam 
Cram/Boot Camp Event), our new Executive Direc-
tor and CEO, Mark Dorsey will be attending and will 
speak at the Awards/Scholarship Dinner, and there 
will be networking, educational, and leadership 
training opportunities for everyone. 
 
 

FEATURE YOUR PRODUCTS  
WITH A 

TABLE  TOP DISPLAY 
At each monthly meeting, the Chapter encour-
ages Industry Members to provide a table top 
display of their products and services for the 
inspection and education of those attending 
the meeting. 
The table top display is also encouraged to be 
presented during the social hour and after the  
program, which allows for questions and dis-
cussion by attendees. 
The presentation fee is $200 for members and 
$250 for non-members, or free with a Golf 
Sponsorship pledge. 
Sign-up on your meeting reservation. 

CLICK HERE FOR 

mailto:Johnziebell@att.net?subject=TPCCI:%20more%20Information
http://new.csinet.org/csi_services/certificants.aspx
https://portal.csinet.org/Sales/Cart/Detail.aspx?id=d994fe04-1ab4-e311-a3fc-0019b9e160b2
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mailto:lli@ppg.com;michelle.estes@ppg.com?subject=Solarban%20and%20IdeaScapes
http://www.airbarrier.org/
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Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA CSC 

 

Although it didn't seem like it at the time, one of 
the best parts of my CSI chapter's certification 
classes was reading the A201 - not selectively, 
but the whole thing, beginning to end. Being the 
heart of the construction contract, anyone who 
works on a project should know what's in it. I 
can't quote every part of it, but it's familiar 
enough that I can find what I'm looking for fairly 
quickly. I don't deal with much of it, e.g., claims 
and time requirements, but there are a few parts 
that I find of particular interest.  
We'll start with what I call the complementary 
clause.  

§ 1.2 CORRELATION AND INTENT OF 
THE CONTRACT  DOCUMENTS 
§ 1.2.1 The intent of the Contract Docu-
ments is to include all items necessary for 
the proper execution and completion of the 
Work by the Contractor. The Contract 
Documents are complementary, and what 
is required by one shall be as binding as if 
required by all; performance by the Con-
tractor shall be required only to the extent 
consistent with the Contract Documents 
and reasonably inferable from them as be-
ing necessary to produce the indicated re-
sults. 

Most architects are aware of this requirement, 
which is quite useful when something is on the 
drawings but didn't make it into the specifications. 
Clearly, when that happens there has been a 
communication failure. The specifier might not 
have seen something on the drawings, or it might 
have been added unbeknownst to the specifier. 
Regardless of the reason, this clause has saved 
many an architect when something was missed. 
It's obviously a useful fallback requirement, but it 
shouldn't be relied on to cover mistakes that 
should have been avoided. It is quite powerful,  
but it also is limited. Let's look at a couple of ex-
amples. 
 

 
 
 
The bidding documents show a bathroom on the 
drawings, and in the bathroom, floor tile is indi-
cated. Unfortunately, there is no specification for 
tile. No problem, right? The complementary 
clause requires the contractor to provide floor tile! 
Of course, there is that pesky provision that re-
quires to contractor to ask the architect about ob-
vious conflicts, but it's pretty much impossible to 
prove the contractor saw this error and failed to 
call the architect.  
Now we're in construction, and the contractor dis-
covers the error. Because the tile should have 
been included in the bid, and because of the 
complementary clause, the contractor is on the 
hook; the tile must be provided. That is true, but 
without specifications, the contractor is free to 
choose any type of tile. The contractor can claim 
the bid was based on plastic tile on sale at the 
dollar store, instead of the really cool stuff the ar-
chitect wanted, priced at $20 per square foot. 
Furthermore, without installation instructions, the 
contractor could argue that simply laying the tile 
on the floor is all that's required. 
A silly example, to be sure, yet it emphasizes the 
importance of specifications as a way to ensure 
you get what you want.  
Perhaps less common is having specifications for 
something that does not appear on the drawings, 
but it does happen. Let's use fire extinguisher 
cabinets for this example. The specifier knows 
the project has them, and includes the specifica-
tion section. As long as the locations are on the 
drawings, it doesn't matter to the specifier if there 
is but one, or if a hundred will be required.  
This time, when the "missing" fire extinguisher 
cabinets are discovered, the contractor says, 
"The locations weren't shown, so I assumed only 
one was needed."  
The specifications are there, so the correct unit is 
provided, but instead of a hundred, the contractor 
included only one.  

Key clauses of the general 

conditions; complementary  
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Another aspect of the complementary clause isn't 
so obvious. Note that the contractor is required to 
provide "all items necessary for the proper execu-
tion and completion of the Work". This applies not 
only to tile and fire extinguisher cabinets, but to 
all the stuff used to hold everything together. It 
may be possible to specify absolutely everything 
used in a building, but given the number of prod-
ucts used, it's likely that some things are not spe-
cifically addressed. Instead, they are considered 
to be components of an assembly that are indi-
rectly specified by way of reference standards or 
manufacturers' instructions. AIA's position on this 
is stated in the AIA Document Commentary for 
the A201: "The contractor is expected to make 
reasonable inferences from the contract docu-
ments. When the documents show wall partitions 
covered by drywall, for example, it may be in-
ferred that some reasonable method will be used  
 
 

 
 
 
 
to attach the drywall to the underlying frame-
work."  
However, what a "reasonable method" is, without 
the support of specifications, is debatable.  
For common products, such as drywall, it should-
n't be difficult to show that Gypsum Association 
standards and similar references would be rea-
sonable. And while the same argument could be 
used for installation of ceramic tile, the contractor 
could reasonably argue that without specifica-
tions, the most basic of the many installation op-
tions available in Tile Council of North America 
are all that is required. Still, that's a great im-
provement over simply laying the tile on the floor!  
The complementary clause is powerful, but there 
is no substitute for showing everything required 
both on the drawings and in the specifications. 
 
© 2016, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, 
CSC 
 

Key clauses  (cont.) 

mailto:kliles@archoustics-south.com
http://www.firestonebpco.com/enverge
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Hello to all of the Chapters in the South Central Region. You 

are Cordially Invited to attend our South Central Region Confer-

ence, where we will offer the very best in training, networking, 

Featuring: 

CDT Exam Cram Accessibility Education 

Leadership Education 

OKC Bring Hyped to Houston Trade Show Keynote Speakers 

Mark Dorsey-CSI-CEO Kristopher Stuart-Gensler 

April 14th to April 16th 2016 

CSI South Central Region Conference 

Brochure 

Sponsor-

Coming 
Soon 

TICKETS 

Interested in Sponsoring? 
Contact: Lynsey Hankins at lynsey.hankins@gmail.com  

Hilton Houston Post Oak Confer-
ence Center 2001 Post Oak 

 
Starts: 04/14/2016-8:00 a.m. 

Ends: 04/16/2016-1:00 P.M 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/144f7f1a301/12321c38-7aaf-47e4-b12a-189fe61f7c4d.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XYr8j41b8COhk6Kv4Rt6SirPycjoQx-hsYFCAVZPv7RkihuOQYx7IZyJkIrPRtBmiU3P2yPkC4btlrMLobP96fgJcDWuPgsFnxm7xeI0oVze_Xn_8x-PNMGx7_oZNiB_iDpgEEqLXn8DPnovlhC2qejFB1LOUera6wDRU6prvYkGIlSMmE33Aaeaef5DuPy4s0vTohD1MGllP6XG3tdTEAYFMtBub75st
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ec4o4d2d06d9006c&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ec4o4d2d06d9006c&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ec4o4d2d06d9006c&oseq=&c=&ch=
mailto:lynsey.hankins@gmail.com
http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hilton-houston-post-oak-IAHWSHH/index.html
http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hilton-houston-post-oak-IAHWSHH/index.html
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Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI CCS RA LEED AP 
 
The CSI Foundation is an affiliate of the CSI 
Houston Chapter.  The CSI Houston Foundation 
objective is to provide monetary scholarships for 
students actively enrolled in Texas colleges or 
universities to promote education in construc-
tion, design, or construction related fields. 
 
Candidate Scholarship Requirements: 
 Completed 60 hours of college/university 

credit with least a 3.0 GPA (based on a 4.0 
GPA system) 

 Submit a current official transcript 
 Currently enrolled as a full time undergradu-

ate or graduate student in a Texas accredited 
college or university in the Gulf Coast region 

 Majoring in Architecture, Landscape Archi-
tecture, Interior Design, Construction Man-
agement, Construction Technology, Engi-
neering or other construction related field 

 Submit application and a 300 word essay 
outlining goals and plans to achieve success 
within the construction industry, along with 
two letters of recommendation. 

 Submit academic and work history resume 

 U. S. Citizen 

 

Candidate Scholarship Requirements: A 

panel selected by the CSI Houston Foundation 

Board of Directors will be appointed to interview 

and recommend candidates for scholarship 

awards. 

 

 

 

Submission Deadline: February 15, 2016. 

Scholarship winners will be announced April 15th 
and presented at the South Central Regional 
Conference in Houston. 
If you know a deserving student, please forward 
a copy of this information.  For further informa-
tion and application form go to the CSI Houston 
website at http://csihouston.org/the-foundation/
scholarship/. 
Best wishes to all applicants, 

 Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI, CCS, RA, LEED AP  

CSI Houston Chapter Foundation 

General Information 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Application 

http://csihouston.org/the-foundation/scholarship/
http://csihouston.org/the-foundation/scholarship/
http://csihouston.org/wp-content/uploads/CSI-Houston-Foundation-Flyer-2016.pdf
http://csihouston.org/wp-content/uploads/CSI-Houston-Foundation-Scholarship-Application-2016.docx.pdf
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Chris Whitmire, 

chrisw@nationalgypsum.com 

(813) 447-6473  

PJoseph@weatherizationpartners.com 

 

mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
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City of Houston Code Changes 

Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI CCS RA LEED AP 
 
  
From time to time the City of Houston amends its 
Code of Ordinances to adopt and update the City 
of Houston Construction Codes.  The following 
New Code Amendments are effective February 
1, 2016 and may be viewed at the City of Hous-
ton  Permi t t ing Cente r  a t  h t tps: / /
www.houstonpermi t t ingcen ter .o rg/code -
enforcement/customer -ass is tance-code-
development-cacd-section.html.   
 
The Permitting Center also maintains a list of 
current Codes and other code reference material 
to aid the permitting process. 
 
N e w  C o d e  A m e n d m e n t s 
E f f e c t i v e  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 1 6 
 
On November 10, the City of Houston Council 
approved Ordinance 2015-1108 adopting the 
2012 Construction Code Package. The new con-
struction codes and changes will become effec-
tive on  
February 1, 2016. 
 
Note: Plans submitted prior to February 1, 2016 
and have met the Plan Review Prerequisites will 
be reviewed under the codes in effect at the time 
of submittal. 
 
Below are the approved Houston Amendments 
to the 2012 Construction Codes: 
2012 International Building Code (IBC) Houston 
Amendments  
 
2012 International Fire Code (IFC) Houston 
Amendments   
 
2012 International Residential Code (IRC) Hous-
ton Amendments  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2012 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC ) Houston 
Amendments  
 
The amendment packages above do not contain 
the unamended portions in the model code. The 
model codes can be purchased through the re-
spective publishers at www.iccsafe.org, 
www.iapmo.org or www.nfpa.org.  
 
The amendments were developed by Building 
Code Enforcement staff with the goal of minimiz-
ing the number of amendments to maintain the 
code as close as possible to the nationally prom-
ulgated codes ensuring the City of Houston stays 
current with the codes adopted throughout the 
country.  
 
Each amendment was justified as to its impact 
and necessity. Historical amendments that were 
not necessary were removed, such as pointers, 
clarifications or reworded code language with the 
same intent. 
 
For questions, please contact Luke Fry at 
luke.fry@houstontx.gov. 
 
 
 
"Real integrity is doing the right thing, knowing 
that nobody is going to know whether you did it 
or not." 
          Oprah Winfrey 
 “Ninety percent of all mental errors are in your 
head.” 
          Yogi Berra 
… Just my opinion, 
  
Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI, CCS, RA, LEED™ 
AP 
 
 

Strictly-Smithly 

https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
http://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/documents/divisions/planning/enforcement/1105_prerequisite_checklist_plan_review_procedures.pdf
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4536-2012-international-building-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4536-2012-international-building-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4538-2012-international-fire-code-ifc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4538-2012-international-fire-code-ifc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4537-2012-international-residential-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4537-2012-international-residential-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4540-2012-uniform-plumbing-code-umc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4540-2012-uniform-plumbing-code-umc-houston-amendments.html
http://www.iapmo.org/
http://www.nfpa.org/
mailto:luke.fry@houstontx.gov
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Download the  
Forecast 

Thank you Sponsors! 
Acme Brick Co. 
Armstrong World Ind. 
Dow 
Griesenbeck Architectural  
Guardian Industries 
MAPEI Corp. 

PAREX 
PPG 
Rockfon 
Southern Sustainability, 
LLC 
Stanley Security 

Sto Corp. 
Surface Specification 
Partners 
The Kovacs Group 
Weatherization Partners 

http://csihouston.org/wp-content/uploads/2016-Written-Forecast.pdf
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2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER OFFICERS 

President: Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c 

Past President: Neil Byrne, CPA, CSI,  npbyrne@byrnemetals.com, (281) 354-1100 

President-Elect: Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866 

VP Finance/Admin: Chuck Vojtech, CSI, CDT, chuck@rpcinc.com, (281) 227-3577 o, (832) 527-7175 c 

VP Professional Development: Bob Woodburn, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, rewoodburn@ymail.com, (713) 303-2308 c, (713) 722-7487 

VP Member Services: Chris Eakins, CSI, Chris.Eakins@allegion.com, (713) 683-6400 office, (281) 658-9821 c 

VP Public Services: Phyllis Joseph, CSI, CDT, LEED GA, pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com, (832) 289-6765 c 

Secretary: Betsy Finch, CSI, betsy.finch13@gmail.com, (713) 806-3401  

Treasurer: Wade Arnold, CSI, wade.arnold@allegion.com, (713) 823-3647 

 

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

Director Through 2018: Chris Whitmire, CSI, chrisw@nationalgypsum.com, (813) 447-6473 

Director Through 2018: Victoria Raineri, E.I.T., CSI, , vraineir@dow.com, (989) 423-9501 

Director Through 2017: Jeff Holstein, PE, CSI, dhi8710@aol.com, (713) 628-5289 

Director Through 2017: Brian Selig, CSI, bjselig@gmail.com, (713) 818-2835 

Director Through 2016: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

Director Through 2016: Gerard Linton, CSI, gerard.linton@yahoo.com 

Board Advisory Director: Doug Frank, FCSI, specman.doug@gmail.com, (281) 660-6426 

 

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Programs: Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866 

Membership: Chris Eakins, CSI, chris.eakins@allegion.com, (281) 658-9821 

Certification: Greg Quintero, AIA, CSI, CDT, LEED AP BD+C, greg_quintero@gensler.com, (713) 356-1300 

Golf Committee Chair: Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o  

SPEC.tectonics Editor: Don Smith, RA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP, don.smith315@sbcglobal.net, (713) 688-0092 

Webmaster/Newsletter/Email: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

 

CSI SOUTH CENTRAL REGION  

SC Region President: Patsy Gallup, CSI, CCS, pgallup@dewberry.com, (918) 295-5233 

 

CSI INSTITUTE  

Institute President: Lane Beougher, AIA, FCSI, Assoc. DBIA, LEED BD+C, lane.beougher@ofcc.ohio.gov 

Institute Director: Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c 

Certification Maintenance Group: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

mailto:holly.jordan@hok.com
mailto:npbyrne@byrnemetals.com
mailto:alex.bernard@hok.com
mailto:chuck@rpcinc.com
mailto:rewoodburn@ymail.com
mailto:Chris.Eakins@allegion.com
mailto:pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:betsy.finch13@gmail.com
mailto:wade.arnold@allegion.com
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mailto:vraineir@dow.com
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mailto:bjselig@gmail.com
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