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September Program 

The “state” of Solid State  
Lighting! 

Continued rapid advances in lighting technology and the contin-
ued push to reduce the energy footprint as mandated by the In-
ternational Energy Conservation Code and ASHRAE has made 
Solid State Lighting (SSL) such as Light-Emitting Diodes (LED) 
more and more viable as the cost, reliability and quality continue 
to improve. 

This program seeks educate about the technology, terminology, 
how select a good quality LED fixture and the use of LEDs in 
consideration of today’s ever more stringent energy code require-
ments. 

Speakers: 

Michael John Smith, MJS Light Architectural Lighting Design 

Roy Inocencio, Engineering/Design Specialist, Bell & McCoy 
Lighting and Controls 

 
 
Please join us at our September 28, CSI Houston Chapter meet-
ing for an interesting and informative evening of discussion . 

H.E.S.S. Building 

5430 Westheimer Road 

 

5:30 P.M. (Registration and mixer) 

6:00 P.M. (Evening Meal and Meeting) 

Gratis to  CSI members; $35.00 to non members 

at the door. 
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President’s Message 

By Holly Jordan, CSI, CCS, LEED AP BD+C 

President, CSI Houston Chapter 

September brings in the start of 
cooler weather (hopefully) and 
October brings our Annual Brian 
T Harrington Golf Classic on 
Monday October 12, 2015.   
We are looking forward to a great 
tournament this year as usual.   
Our golf committee has been 
working diligently behind the 
scenes to put together a great 
team and we have ordered better 

weather this year!  I hope to see everyone out on the 
golf course. 
 
In addition to our golf tournament, we will be having a 
Fellows Reception on October 29th at the HOK offices 
3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 900 from 6 to 8 p.m.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to personally invite 
everyone to this event (please RSVP to  
deborah.skains@hok.com so that we can have a head 
count) so that I may personally thank everyone for all 
of the support, encouragement, and opportunities 
given to me on my journey to Fellowship. 
 
Due to the Golf Tournament and the Fellows Recep-
tion, we will not be having our regular meeting in Octo-
ber, but will be back on track for November.  Our holi-
day planning committee has also begun searching and 
planning our Holiday Event for December and informa-
tion will go out shortly. 
 
The next South Central Region Conference will be 
here in Houston in April and we are looking for volun-
teers to join our Planning Committee.  Our event Chair 
Victoria Raineri and her Core Committee, Erin Wilson, 
and Gerard Linton have been checking hotels and 
looking for a location and will be making a selection 
shortly.  Once we have a location in place, we will 
need additional committee members to start filling 
slots to help with special events, registration, signage, 
hospitality, etc.   
 
Holly Jordan, CSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C 
President, Houston Chapter 
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FEATURE YOUR PRODUCTS WITH A 

TABLE  TOP DISPLAY 

At each monthly meeting, the Chapter encourages Indus-

try Members to provide a table top display of their prod-

ucts and services for the inspection and education of 

those attending the meeting. 

The table top display is also encouraged to be presented 

during the social hour and after the  program, which al-

lows for questions and discussion by attendees. 

CLICK HERE TO 

mailto:deborah.skains@hok.com
mailto:JOHNZIEBELL@ATT.NET
http://new.csinet.org/csi_services/certificants.aspx


REGISTER TODAY -  
Discounted Rates Ending SOON  

CONSTRUCT2015— CSI’s NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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CONSTRUCT is your most cost effective strategy for 
combining educational opportunities with practical, real-
world, product and service solutions for your business 
success.  This event is 
dedicated to the institu-
tional, industrial and com-
mercial building industry. If 
you design, build, specify, 
engineer, renovate or oper-
ate in the built environment, 
this is your event.   
 
CONSTRUCT offers a relevant, accredited education pro-
gram, an expansive exhibit hall floor filled with the latest 
services, products and technologies, as well as a myriad 
of networking opportunities. In conjunction with the CSI 
Annual Convention, the event is coupled with technical 
tours, activities and special events.  
CONSTRUCT is the only dedicated national event specifi-

cally designed to provide the commercial building team 
real-world, practical products and education solutions.  
Find hundreds of exhibitors with the newest trends and 

practices on the show 
floor and, with non-
conflicting hours, at-
tend your choice of 
over 50 accredited 
courses.  
The education program 
sessions, taught by 

experts, offer AIA LUs and HSWs and GBCI CE. Unparal-
leled networking opportunities include the Welcome Re-
ception, the CSI Night Out event and other social events.  
Plan now to attend this power-packed event that has 
been designed for you, the architect, specifier, engineer 
and the commercial building team. 

A Must Attend Event  
CONSTRUCT is the only national trade show and educational 
conference for the commercial building teams that spec and 

source building products. Join thousands of industry leaders to 
procure real-world, practical knowledge for building success. 

https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=332
https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=332
http://www.constructshow.com/
http://www.constructshow.com/Attendee/ShowInfo
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What does the future hold for Specifiers? 
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TELL ME AGAIN—PART 1  

Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA CSC 

 

I’m sure you’ve heard the Army way of presenting in-
formation: Tell them what you’re going to tell them; tell 
them; tell them what you told them. 

While that may be a practical way of doing some 
things, it has no place in construction documents. For 
those, we have a different rule: Say it once in the right 
place. I think it’s safe to say that specifiers believe this 
rule, though convincing those who create the drawings 
is difficult; the result often is that the specifications 
may state things but once, while it’s common for draw-
ings to repeat things many times, and it’s also com-
mon for drawing notes to repeat what is stated in the 
specifications. 

So what’s the big deal? Why not repeat things? I be-
lieve the intent is good, and that everyone working on 
drawings or specifications simply wants to make sure 
the contractor knows what is needed. That’s the the-
ory, but what really happens? In the next couple of ar-
ticles, we’re going to look at unintentional redundan-
cies. 

Let’s start with specifications; it’s quite common for a 
specification section to say the same thing twice. 
Here’s an example I have used when teaching specifi-
cation writing classes. It’s from a specification I found 
online, but the same problems are found in manufac-
turers’ specifications and in commercial guide specifi-
cations. 

2.02 Materials 

A. Flat roof board insulation: Extruded 
polystyrene board to ASTM C578, Type 
IV, rigid, closed cell type. 

Thermal resistance (ASTM C518): R-5 
per 1 inch of thickness. 

Board size: 24” x 96”. 

Board thickness: As indicated on the 
Drawings. 

Compressive strength (ASTM D1621): 
Minimum 25 psi. 

 

 

Water absorption: 0.7% by volume 
maximum. 

Edges: Square. 

Water vapor permeance (ASTM E96): 
Maximum 1.1 perms. 

That looks pretty good, right? Not really. Here’s the 
problem: Much of the information in the numbered 
paragraphs is already required by ASTM C578, and is, 
therefore, redundant. 

2.02A. ASTM C578 – Standard Specification for Rigid, 
Cellular Polystyrene Thermal Insulation, is, as the title 
states, for rigid polystyrene insulation.  

The standard states that the insulation shall “have es-
sentially closed cells.” The standard also states the 
following requirements for Type IV insulation: 

R value: 5 per inch. 

Compressive strength: Minimum 25 psi. 

Water vapor permeance: Maximum 1.1 perms. 

The stated water absorption is a bit of a mystery; 
ASTM C578 allows only 0.3 percent, while the specifi-
cation allows 0.7 percent. I can’t tell if this is a typo, or 
if it’s measured by the same standard. 

If we remove the redundancies, along with 2.02A.3 – a 
needless statement – we’re left with this: 

A. Flat roof board insulation: ASTM C578, Type 
IV. 

Board size: 24” x 96”. 

Edges: Square. 

And that could be further reduced to a single state-
ment. 

The usual objection I get is, “So what? What’s a few 
extra words? They’re correct, aren’t they?” 
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TELL ME AGAIN—PART 1  (cont.) 

 

They are, but why are the requirement restated? Doing so 
adds nothing; more important, one could argue that be-
cause only those performance criteria are stated, the 
specifier doesn’t care about the other things required by 
ASTM C578, such as density, flexural strength, dimen-
sional stability, oxygen index, the test temperature for the 
R value test, or acceptable defects. Part of the problem is 
that specifiers often state requirements that don’t matter, 
simply because they’re in a manufacturer’s specification. 

The usual counter is, “Of course we want all that, too. The 
contractor has to provide it because it’s part of the stan-
dard.” If that’s the argument, then why list any of the prop-
erties required by the standard? 

Another argument is that specifying those properties 
makes it easier to review submittals. I suppose that’s true, 
but again I ask, what about the other properties? 

Another problem with restating parts of the reference 
standard is that doing so introduces another possibility for 
conflict. In this case, it’s quite possible that the specified 
water absorption is a typo. Another possible problem 
arises when a person unfamiliar with the standard 
changes the Type, say, from Type IV to Type V, and 
doesn’t change the compressive strength. 

Virtually any reference standard contains a multitude of 
requirement, some stated, some incorporated by refer-
ence. Their value lies in the fact that requiring compliance 
with them automatically makes the entire standard part of 
the contract documents. Selectively restating selected 
parts of those standards is not only unnecessary, but it 
suggests that the few things cited are the only ones that 
are important. 

Another redundancy in specification sections is created 
when a manufacturer’s instructions are included in the 
section. A simple “Comply with manufacturer’s instruc-
tions” makes those instructions part of the contract docu-
ments. It also avoids problems created by incorrect copy-
ing, and by changes in the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Further complicating the issue is the fact that different 
manufacturers may well have different instructions. If a 
specification section is based on Really Great Coatings 
Super Stuff, which is applied at 30 mils, but you get Coat-
ings-R-Us, which goes on at 60 mils, the specification is 
simply wrong.  

 

 

 

You could address the problem by specifying requirement 
for one product, followed by “Or other as required by 
manufacturer” but why not take it a step further, and sim-
ply require compliance with the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions? 

Of course, your personal experience may have been that 
you want something other than what the manufacturer 
requires. If that’s the case, you may be justified in chang-
ing the manufacturer’s instructions. Be aware, though, 
that if something goes awry, the contractor may well 
blame the problem on you. 

Next time, we’ll look at how specifications frequently re-
peat requirements stated in Division 00 and in Division 
01.  
 
© 2015, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC 
Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://

swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/ 

http://www.firestonebpco.com/enverge
http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/
http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/


The Brian T. Harrington Golf Classic  

Monday Oct 12, 2015 

A portion of the proceeds benefit the Scholarship Fund  

Golf Registration  

Now get your CSI Houston 

Gear from Lands’ End! 
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www.paypal.com 

http://www.csihouston.org/briatn-t-harrington-golf-tournament/
http://business.landsend.com/store/csihouston/
http://business.landsend.com/store/csihouston/
http://business.landsend.com/store/csihouston/
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Chris Whitmire, 

chrisw@nationalgypsum.com 

(813) 447-6473  

PJoseph@weatherizationpartners.com 

mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
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Strictly-SMITH-ly   

So you want to write specifications? 

By Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI CCS RA LEED AP 

 
 

 Every once in a while I need to remind Project Architects 
that the work of a specification writer occurs in the non-
fiction department.  The specification writer cannot pro-
duce specification for subjects that have not been identi-
fied and reasonably defined in the current project design 
under the direction of the project architect.  Normally if I 
could get a couple of exterior elevations with notes and 
the same with wall sections I should be able to do my job, 
which is specification writing.  I don’t need exhaustive de-
scriptions; just enough to give me a picture of what the 
Project Architect needs for the current project which will 

receive his seal 
and signature. 

The description 
of the current 
project and its 
components 
come from the 

Project Architect’s client’s project description, project pro-
gram description and budget.  During the design process, 
the project architect meets with the client and project con-
sultants to clarify and refine the design and program re-
quirements.  

This is why it is fundamental that the description of the 
design components originate from the Project Architect.  
Only he (or she) has the contractual responsibility to 
make sure the project is kept on track with both design 
program and budget requirements, unless the client has 
specifically directed the project architect to vary from the 
original contractual requirements. 

This is also why the use of specification master docu-
ments produced for another project or not directed for use 
on the current project cannot possibly convey the current 
design requirements.  Changes due to the passage of 
time, product changes and refinements, code changes 
and the specific requirements of the current project de-
sign will be left to chance.  Only the decisions by the pro-
ject architect are valid. 

One of the simplest concept is to understand is that not 
knowing something is an answer.  There is nothing wrong 
with this statement.  If you will remember, all projects start 
at this point.  As you solve problems and make decisions 
about what a project needs, you eliminate what is doesn’t 
need.  If you mix together both the problems and solu-
tions, you never seem to get anywhere.  Likewise, if you 
put off decisions or include assumptions not valid to the 

project, the problems that you leave behind in the work 
only get harder.  Instead of moving forward using the 
knowledge gained by solving small problems, you move 
forward more slowly, bogged down by problems that be-
come rapidly more complex and expensive to solve. 

Untimely solutions frequently mean having to discard 
work which is not entirely compatible with a decision that 
you are about to make.  At times you appear to be mak-
ing no progress at all because you are literally moving 
backwards.  Design is about compromise.  No matter how 
wonderful, not every idea will be incorporated into a 
workable design that satisfies the project requirements 
and is within budget. 

Successful design depends on timely decisions that fit the 
project requirements and goals.  Moving forward with a lot 
of assumptions that do not support the project require-
ments or budget is a recipe for project financial disaster. 

Not knowing an answer to a question is important.  It not 
only shows the weak areas in a current plan, but the 
problems that need to be answered.  A manager’s job is 
to identify those that can and will, as well as those that 
cannot and will not. 

The specification writer’s job is not a passive one, though.  
Not every client or project architect direction will comply 
with current codes, be a compatible with related work, or 
be a good fit with budget requirements.  It is the specifica-
tion writer’s job to keep the project specifications on track 
to be able to lead to the successful conclusion that does 
comply with code, and meets client design and budget 
goals.   

The specification writer performs these tasks by suggest-
ing changes necessary to meet these project goals for 
the project architect’s consideration and his direction.  
Only the project architect has the contractual responsibili-
ties for these decisions.  Even then, these responsibilities 
are limited up to the end of the Construction Document 
phase of the project.  Once signed and sealed, the pro-
ject architect has certified that the drawings and specifica-
tions are sufficient to complete the project.  At this point in 
time, the project architect may only request changes nec-
essary to complete the project for the consideration of the 
client and contractor. 

"Real integrity is doing the right thing, knowing that no-
body is going to know whether you did it or not." 

          Oprah Winfrey 

 “Ninety percent of all mental errors are in your head.” 

          Yogi Berra 

… Just my opinion, 
Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI, CCS, RA, LEED™ AP 

http://www.csinet.org/Main-Menu-Category/Certification
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2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER OFFICERS 

(http://www.csihouston.org) 

 

President: Holly Jordan, CSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c 

Past President: Neil Byrne, CPA, CSI,  npbyrne@byrnemetals.com, (281) 354-1100 

President-Elect: Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866 

VP Finance/Admin: Chuck Vojtech, CSI, CDT, chuck@rpcinc.com, (281) 227-3577 o, (832) 527-7175 c 

VP Professional Development: Bob Woodburn, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, rewoodburn@ymail.com, (713) 303-2308 c, (713) 722-7487 

VP Member Services: Mark LeCrone, CSI, Mark.LeCrone@allegion.com, (713) 280-2028 office, (713) 907-5037 c 

VP Public Services: Phyllis Joseph, CSI, CDT, LEED GA, pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com, (832) 289-6765 c 

Secretary: Betsy Finch, CSI, betsy.finch13@gmail.com, (713) 806-3401  

Treasurer: Wade Arnold, CSI, wade.arnold@allegion.com, (713) 823-3647 

 

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

 

Director Through 2018: Chris Whitmire, CSI, chrisw@nationalgypsum.com, (813) 447-6473 

Director Through 2018: Victoria Raineri, E.I.T., CSI, , vraineir@dow.com, (989) 423-9501 

Director Through 2017: Jeff Holstein, PE, CSI, dhi8710@aol.com, (713) 628-5289 

Director Through 2017: Brian Selig, CSI, bjselig@gmail.com, (713) 818-2835 

Director Through 2016: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

Director Through 2016: Gerard Linton, CSI, gerard.linton@yahoo.com 

Board Advisory Director: Doug Frank, FCSI, specman.doug@gmail.com, (281) 660-6426 

 

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Programs: Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866 

Membership: Chris Eakins, CSI, chris.eakins@allegion.com, (281) 658-9821 

Certification: Greg Quintero, AIA, CSI, CDT, LEED AP BD+C, greg_quintero@gensler.com, (713) 356-1300 

Awards: TBD 

Continuing Education: TBD 

Public Relations/Marketing: TBD 

Golf Tournament: Holly Jordan, CSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c 

Table Tops: TBD 

CIC Delegate: TBD 

CIC Alternate: TBD 

SPEC.tectonics Editor: Don Smith, RA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP, don.smith315@sbcglobal.net, (713) 688-0092 

Webmaster: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

 

mailto:holly.jordan@hok.com
mailto:npbyrne@byrnemetals.com
mailto:alex.bernard@hok.com
mailto:chuck@rpcinc.com
mailto:rewoodburn@ymail.com
mailto:Mark.LeCrone@allegion.com
mailto:pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:betsy.finch13@gmail.com
mailto:wade.arnold@allegion.com
mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:vraineir@dow.com
mailto:dhi8710@aol.com
mailto:bjselig@gmail.com
mailto:logan.vits@assaabloy.com
mailto:gerard.linton@yahoo.com
mailto:specman.doug@gmail.com
mailto:alex.bernard@hok.com
mailto:chris.eakins@allegion.com
mailto:greg_quintero@gensler.com
mailto:holly.jordan@hok.com
mailto:don.smith315@sbcglobal.net
mailto:logan.vits@assaabloy.com


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Visit Calendar here: 

 

Spec-tectonics is a monthly publication of 

Houston Chapter, Construction Specifica-

tion Institute. CSI Houston does not prove, 

sanction, or guarantee the validity or accu-

racy of any date, claim, or opinion appear-

ing herein. Republication rights are granted 

to the CSI and its chapters for original arti-

cles printed herein, provided proper credits 

are given. The Houston Chapter is incorpo-

rated under the laws of the State of 

Texas ,and is chartered by the Construction  

Specifications Institute. 
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http://www.csihouston.org/events/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csihouston.org%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=csihou&tw_p=followbutton
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CSI Board Meeting Minutes 
Houston Chapter CSI 
Location:  HESS Building – 5430 Westheimer Road 
– Houston, TX 
August 24, 2015 
 
 
 
Present:  Bob Woodburn, Chris Eakins, Chuck Vojtech, 
Don Smith, Holly Jordan, Jeff Holstien, Phyllis Joseph, 
Victoria Raineri, Alex Bernard, Wade Arnold, Neil 
Byrne 
 
President Holly Jordan called the meeting to order at 
4:05 p.m. 
The July 2015 Board Meeting Minutes were approved 
as amended. 
 
Vice President Reports 
Finance/Administration:  Chuck Vojtech 
Chuck reported the budget is being finalized next week 
and will be sent to the board members for review. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Wade Arnold 
Wade said that more money needed to be included in 
the Budget for the CSI National Convention travel ex-
penses.  Bill Fairbanks “moved to list Thomas Wade 
Arnold, Charles Vojtech, Holly Anne Jordan, Alexander 
Bernard, and Neil Byrne, on the checking bank account 
current signature card.”  Motion was seconded and 
approved. 
 
Professional Development:  Bob Woodburn 
Bob said that three CDT candidates had signed up for 
the CDT training classes.  He is looking for CDT men-
tors for the crash training sessions. 
 
 
CDT Certification:  Greg Quintero 
No report. 
 
Member Services:  Mark LeCrone 
Programs:  Alex Bernard 
Alex reported that Bob Woodburn will join the program 
committee with David Johnson. 
 
Membership:  Chris Eakins 
Chris reported current membership is at 169. 
 
Table Top Display: 
No report. 

 
Golf:  Holly Jordan 
Holly and Wade reported that about ten thousand dol-
lars has been pledged for the golf tournament so far 
and about 80 percent of that has been received.   
 
Public Services:  Phyllis Joseph 
SPEC.tectonics:  Don Smith/Nathan Clark 
Electronic Communications:  Logan Vits 
The board discussed different options individuals can 
receive the monthly newsletter, such as being able to 
click a link to the newsletter with the meeting notice or 
a separate link for the newsletter.   Holly “moved to 
direct the web master to have the newsletter go out 
separate from the meeting notice.”  Motion was sec-
onded and approved.  Holly will advise Logan Vits of 
the decision.  The newsletter separate distribution has 
not been done but may be downloaded at http://
www.csihouston.org/ . 
 
 
 
Other Business: 
Institute Update:  Holly Jordan 
Holly reported that the CSI National Convention will be 
held in Austin, X in 2016. 
 
SCR Conference: 
Holly mentioned the chapter is looking for a site for the 
conference.  Victoria Raineri is looking for committee 
members for the SCR conference to be held April 14 – 
16 in Houston. 
 
CSI Houston Fellows Reception: 
Holly reported there would be a reception at HOK on 
October 29, 2015.  Parex, PPG, National Gypsum, and 
Jordan Consultants have pledged as event sponsors. 
 
CSI Houston Logo Shirts 
Holly reported that the Lands End storefront has be set 
up for individual purchases.  Many options are possible 
for custom shirts. 
 
Meeting adjourned 4:56 p.m. 
 
 
 
Donald F. Smith, Jr., RA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP for 
Betsy Finch, CSI 

Chapter Secretary . 
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