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The CSI Houston Chapter  Newsletter May 2016 
 

PLEASE NOTE TWO SEPARATE MAY ACTIVITES: 

May Factory Tour at MBCI on Monday, May 16th!  

Founded in 1976, MBCI has 16 manufacturing facilities positioned around the US.  Their main office is 
located at 14031 West Hardy here in Houston, Texas (Just south of Beltway 8 near George Bush Inter-
continental Airport).  MBCI offers more than 90 different metal roof and wall panel profiles, along with 
secondary structural components, trim and related accessory items.  MBCI’s General Manager of Techni-
cal Services, Ken Buchinger, will be guiding our tour.  Ken has been working at MBCI since 1988. 

Delicious  food  and  beverages  will  be  for  purchase  from  Mahalo  Munchies Food Truck after the 
tour! 

Itinerary: 
3:00 p.m. — Arrive at MBCI 
3:15 p.m. — Plant tour 
4:15 p.m. — Social with food and beverages for purchase 
5:00 p.m. — Presentation and raffle5:30 p.m. — Conclusion of program 

Address: 
14031 West Hardy Rd. 
Houston, 77060 
(281) 445-8555      
Plant entry and parking: Please follow the CSI signs. 
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May Chapter Meeting 
Monday, May 23rd: 
 

NAVIGATING THE COMPLEX WORLD OF PAINT  
AND HOW TO SPECIFY 
 

Specifying paint can be vexing as they are becoming more sophisticated and 
their formulations increasingly specialized. The May Chapter Meeting will seek 
to “paint” a clearer picture of ways to better specify paint and will discuss MPI’s 
(Master Painter’s Institute) effort to standardize and provide verifiable “apples-to
-apples” product performance comparisons. 
 
Please join us for an interesting and informative evening of discussion. 

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csihouston.org%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=csihou&tw_p=followbutton
http://www.mbci.com/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xzf7eelab&oeidk=a07ecmsyli914b71dec
http://www.mpi.net/index.asp
http://www.mpi.net/index.asp
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xzf7eelab&oeidk=a07ecmt0h260718098b
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Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, LEED AP BD+C 

President, CSI Houston Chapter 

President’s Message 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
We had a great turnout for our April Region 
Awards Banquet/Chapter meeting and Re-
gion Conference.  I want to personally thank 
all of our product rep members for all of their 
support.  Thank you to Alex Bernard and 
JPeter Jordan for taking an entire day to 
teach the CDT Exam Cram.  And extra spe-
cial thanks to Erin Wilson, Victoria Raineri, 
Phyllis Joseph, Nichole Thomas, Gerard Lin-
ton, and Alex Bernard for their hard work on 

the Region Conference Committee.   
Our Chapters were well represented during this conference and 
I appreciate all of the hard work, support, participation, and dedi-
cation by everyone. 
We will be back on track for our regular 4th Monday monthly 
meeting May 23rd at the HESS Club 5430 Westheimer.  Regis-
tration and mixer begins at 5:30 with the evening meal beginning 
around 6:00.  The presentation begins shortly after dinner. 
 
The CSI Institute Board of Directors recognized a need to 
change CSI’s culture, strategy, delegation, and accountability.  
The Board adopted policies to focus on results combined with 
evidence of progress so that members would have evidence of 
progress.  Most of the changes necessary were accomplished 
by updating policy.  However, several proposed changes require 
Bylaws revisions that must be presented to and approved by 
members.  Please visit www.csinet.org/bylawsreferendum for 
resources on policies, governance changes, Bylaws Changes, a 
side by side comparison of Bylaws Changes, and frequently 
asked questions. 
There will be a vote on the proposed Bylaws Referendum which 
will begin in late April or early May, and will close after a four 
week voting period.  Results will be communicated shortly there-
after.  Ballots will be emailed to eligible members.  It is important 
that every eligible voting member in our Chapter lets their voice 
be heard.  Read the information on the Institute website, ask 
questions, make sure that you are informed, and vote. 
 
Finally, the CSI Convention this year will be September 7-9th at 
the Austin Convention Center in Austin, Texas.  This will be a 
great opportunity for many of our members to attend a great 
event.  I hope to see many of our Houston and Prairie View 
members attend this year. 

FEATURE YOUR PRODUCTS  
WITH A 

TABLE  TOP DISPLAY 
At each monthly meeting, the Chapter 
encourages Industry Members to pro-
vide a table top display of their prod-
ucts and services for the inspection 
and education of those attending the 
meeting. 
The table top display is also encour-
aged to be presented during the social 
hour and after the  program, which al-
lows for questions and discussion by 
attendees. 
The presentation fee is $200 for mem-

CLICK HERE FOR 

http://www.csinet.org/bylawsreferendum
http://new.csinet.org/csi_services/certificants.aspx
https://portal.csinet.org/Sales/Cart/Detail.aspx?id=d994fe04-1ab4-e311-a3fc-0019b9e160b2
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mailto:lli@ppg.com;michelle.estes@ppg.com?subject=Solarban%20and%20IdeaScapes
http://www.airbarrier.org/
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Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA CSC 

 
Please - say "Thank you!"  

Among the first things parents drum into their 
children's heads are the words please and thank 
you. Parents do such a good job that these words 
become automatic, and, to a great extent, they 
become white noise. If they are used automati-
cally, without conscious thought, what good are 
they? Do they mean anything? Why do we insist 
children use them, even if they don't mean what 
they say? 

Human interactions are more complex than they 
appear. Unlike the parts of well-oiled machines 
we often have trouble working with each other. 
Instead of smooth, machined gears, we are more 
like rough, unsynchronized cogs. Polished gears 
require only a touch of light oil for lubrication, but 
to function socially humans need thick grease, 
and a lot of it. This essential lubrication is pro-
vided by accepted norms, manners, and eti-
quette, a good part of which is provided by little 
words like please and thank you, and by other 
nearly involuntary responses. (The ticket agent 
says, "Have a good trip!" and your programmed 
response is "You too!") 

The odd thing is, even though these common 
words and actions should have no meaning be-
cause they are reflexive, they are essential. Even 
when said without forethought, we hear them and 
respond to them. 

Obviously, please and thank you serve different 
purposes. We use please when we want some-
thing, and we use thank you to acknowledge re-
ceipt or completion of something of value. The 
former softens the blow of a direct order, asking 
for voluntary cooperation, while the latter ex-
presses gratitude for something already done. 
Both are useful and appreciated, but thank you 
appears to be more an option because you no 
longer need anything. Unfortunately, because it 

doesn't help fulfill 
an immediate 
need, thank you 
is more likely to 
be forgotten. 

If you had to choose one or the other, thank you 
would be the one to keep. Please may prompt 
immediate action, but thank you, by giving value 
to what has been done, will encourage future co-
operation. An added bonus is that thank you can 
cause the omission of please to be forgotten. In 
other words, you may be able to get away without 
please, but you must never forget thank you. 

This just happens to be a time when you have 
the opportunity to thank members who have 
made important contributions to our members. 
Each year, CSI at all levels presents awards to 
acknowledge the work of individuals and commit-
tees. Think about the members of your chapter 
and region; I'm sure you can identify at least one 
person who has made a significant effort to im-
prove our organization. Before you do anything 
else, call that person and express your thanks! 
Then contact the chair of your awards committee 
(or any board member) and describe what this 
person has done. 

In the future - starting now! - remember that 
awards are not earned just in the spring. Pay at-
tention throughout the year to what other mem-
bers are doing. Again, express your thanks per-
sonally, and then make sure your awards com-
mittee knows about it. And don't forget non-
members! 

More information about Institute awards and hon-
ors. Hurry; submittals are due 6 May! 

More thoughts about awards: Why have Awards 
and honors? How many awards should we have? 

CSI Honors acknowledge those whose contribu-
tions are Above and beyond... 

© 2016, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, 
CSC 

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at 
http://swspecificthoughts.blogspot.com/ 

Please Say Thank You 

http://csinet.org/involved/Honors-Awards
http://csinet.org/involved/Honors-Awards
http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/2013/08/awards-and-honors.html
http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/2013/08/awards-and-honors.html
http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/2013/09/above-and-beyond.html
http://swspecificthoughts.blogspot.com/
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CSI South Central Region Conference Awards 

mailto:Johnziebell@att.net?subject=TPCCI:%20more%20Information
mailto:kliles@archoustics-south.com
http://www.firestonebpco.com/enverge
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Chris Whitmire, 

chrisw@nationalgypsum.com 

(813) 447-6473  

PJoseph@weatherizationpartners.com 

 

mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:PJoseph@Weatherizationpartners.com
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City of Houston Code Changes 

Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI CCS RA LEED AP 
 
  
From time to time the City of Houston amends its 
Code of Ordinances to adopt and update the City 
of Houston Construction Codes.  The following 
New Code Amendments are effective February 
1, 2016 and may be viewed at the City of Hous-
ton  Permi t t ing Cente r  a t  h t tps: / /
www.houstonpermi t t ingcen ter .o rg/code -
enforcement/customer -ass is tance-code-
development-cacd-section.html.   
 
The Permitting Center also maintains a list of 
current Codes and other code reference material 
to aid the permitting process. 
 
N e w  C o d e  A m e n d m e n t s 
E f f e c t i v e  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 1 6 
 
On November 10, the City of Houston Council 
approved Ordinance 2015-1108 adopting the 
2012 Construction Code Package. The new con-
struction codes and changes will become effec-
tive on  
February 1, 2016. 
 
Note: Plans submitted prior to February 1, 2016 
and have met the Plan Review Prerequisites will 
be reviewed under the codes in effect at the time 
of submittal. 
 
Below are the approved Houston Amendments 
to the 2012 Construction Codes: 
2012 International Building Code (IBC) Houston 
Amendments  
 
2012 International Fire Code (IFC) Houston 
Amendments   
 
2012 International Residential Code (IRC) Hous-
ton Amendments  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2012 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC ) Houston 
Amendments  
 
The amendment packages above do not contain 
the unamended portions in the model code. The 
model codes can be purchased through the re-
spective publishers at www.iccsafe.org, 
www.iapmo.org or www.nfpa.org.  
 
The amendments were developed by Building 
Code Enforcement staff with the goal of minimiz-
ing the number of amendments to maintain the 
code as close as possible to the nationally prom-
ulgated codes ensuring the City of Houston stays 
current with the codes adopted throughout the 
country.  
 
Each amendment was justified as to its impact 
and necessity. Historical amendments that were 
not necessary were removed, such as pointers, 
clarifications or reworded code language with the 
same intent. 
 
For questions, please contact Luke Fry at 
luke.fry@houstontx.gov. 
 
 
 
"Real integrity is doing the right thing, knowing 
that nobody is going to know whether you did it 
or not." 
          Oprah Winfrey 
 “Ninety percent of all mental errors are in your 
head.” 
          Yogi Berra 
… Just my opinion, 
  
Donald F. Smith, Jr., CSI, CCS, RA, LEED™ 
AP 
 
 

Strictly-Smithly 

https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/customer-assistance-code-development-cacd-section.html
http://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/documents/divisions/planning/enforcement/1105_prerequisite_checklist_plan_review_procedures.pdf
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4536-2012-international-building-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4536-2012-international-building-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4538-2012-international-fire-code-ifc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4538-2012-international-fire-code-ifc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4537-2012-international-residential-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4537-2012-international-residential-code-ibc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4540-2012-uniform-plumbing-code-umc-houston-amendments.html
https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/division-files/planning-and-development-services-division/enforcement/forms-and-publications/houston-amendments-and-code-related-documents/4540-2012-uniform-plumbing-code-umc-houston-amendments.html
http://www.iapmo.org/
http://www.nfpa.org/
mailto:luke.fry@houstontx.gov
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2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER OFFICERS 

President: Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c 

Past President: Neil Byrne, CPA, CSI,  npbyrne@byrnemetals.com, (281) 354-1100 

President-Elect: Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866 

VP Finance/Admin: Chuck Vojtech, CSI, CDT, chuck@rpcinc.com, (281) 227-3577 o, (832) 527-7175 c 

VP Professional Development: Bob Woodburn, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, rewoodburn@ymail.com, (713) 303-2308 c, (713) 722-7487 

VP Member Services: Chris Eakins, CSI, Chris.Eakins@allegion.com, (713) 683-6400 office, (281) 658-9821 c 

VP Public Services: Phyllis Joseph, CSI, CDT, LEED GA, pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com, (832) 289-6765 c 

Secretary: Betsy Finch, CSI, betsy.finch13@gmail.com, (713) 806-3401  

Treasurer: Wade Arnold, CSI, wade.arnold@allegion.com, (713) 823-3647 

 

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

Director Through 2018: Chris Whitmire, CSI, chrisw@nationalgypsum.com, (813) 447-6473 

Director Through 2018: Victoria Raineri, E.I.T., CSI, , vraineir@dow.com, (989) 423-9501 

Director Through 2017: Jeff Holstein, PE, CSI, dhi8710@aol.com, (713) 628-5289 

Director Through 2017: Brian Selig, CSI, bjselig@gmail.com, (713) 818-2835 

Director Through 2016: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

Director Through 2016: Gerard Linton, CSI, gerard.linton@yahoo.com 

Board Advisory Director: Doug Frank, FCSI, specman.doug@gmail.com, (281) 660-6426 

 

2015-16 CSI HOUSTON CHAPTER COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Programs: Alex Bernard, AIA, CSI, LEED GA, alex.bernard@hok.com, (713) 407-7866 

Membership: Chris Eakins, CSI, chris.eakins@allegion.com, (281) 658-9821 

Certification: Greg Quintero, AIA, CSI, CDT, LEED AP BD+C, greg_quintero@gensler.com, (713) 356-1300 

Golf Committee Chair: Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o  

SPEC.tectonics Editor: Don Smith, RA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP, don.smith315@sbcglobal.net, (713) 688-0092 

Webmaster/Newsletter/Email: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

 

CSI SOUTH CENTRAL REGION  

SC Region President: Patsy Gallup, CSI, CCS, pgallup@dewberry.com, (918) 295-5233 

 

CSI INSTITUTE  

Institute President: Lane Beougher, AIA, FCSI, Assoc. DBIA, LEED BD+C, lane.beougher@ofcc.ohio.gov 

Institute Director: Holly Jordan, FCSI, CCS, SCIP, LEED AP BD+C, holly.jordan@hok.com, (713) 407-7850 o, (713) 870-6788 c 

Certification Maintenance Group: Logan Vits, CSI, CCPR, LEED AP BD+C, logan.vits@assaabloy.com, (713) 703-5201 

mailto:holly.jordan@hok.com
mailto:npbyrne@byrnemetals.com
mailto:alex.bernard@hok.com
mailto:chuck@rpcinc.com
mailto:rewoodburn@ymail.com
mailto:Chris.Eakins@allegion.com
mailto:pjoseph@weatherizationpartners.com
mailto:betsy.finch13@gmail.com
mailto:wade.arnold@allegion.com
mailto:chrisw@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:vraineir@dow.com
mailto:dhi8710@aol.com
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mailto:logan.vits@assaabloy.com
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